
In March, the IF hosted the second
annual Leaders in Responsible AI
Summit. The one-day workshop
brought together global experts to
consider the many ways in which
AI is changing the world, and how
we can make sure that those
changes lead to a positive future
for society. 

 Read more on pages 5 and 6. 

Curious how farming can
be more sustainable? If
there ever was, in
Sigmund Freud’s view, a
madman in the White
House? Whether Leonardo
da Vinci was right about
how the heart works? 
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Our three Student
Ambassadors spread the
word about the IF in Jesus
College and beyond; now
it’s time to hear from them!
Learn more about our
Student Ambassadors on
pages 7 and 8. 

Meet our Student
Ambassadors

Finding the answers
that Alexa and
ChatGPT can't give us

Come to the IF this spring!
Find out more about our
upcoming public events on
pages 2 and 3. 

Stay up to date with the
IF by following us on
LinkedIn and Twitter.

https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/intellectual-forum
https://twitter.com/IntellForum


Coming up 
at the IF
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The Madman in the White House 

Designing a better urban future:
Integrating people, nature, and cities

Disillusioned by President Woodrow Wilson’s handling of the
Treaty of Versailles, US diplomat William C. Bullitt, with the help
of Sigmund Freud, set out to write a psychological analysis of
the president. 

The original manuscript was considered lost or destroyed until
2014, when historian Patrick Weil happened upon it. Join Weil
as, based on his reading of the original manuscript, he offers a
major reassessment of Wilson and of 20th-century American
diplomacy.

Designers VenhoevenCS architecture+urbanism in
Amsterdam are shaping a sustainable future through
architecture. Their recent projects include a circular inclusive
MicroCity stacked above a major transport hub, a nature-
inclusive residential building, and the Aquatics Centre that
will host this summer’s Games in Paris. Join founder Ton
Venhoeven and partner architect Cécilia Gross to discuss
their transformative approach to driving progress towards
healthy urbanism.

Global Sanctions and Russia: 
Lessons for international business 
What effect have Russia’s sanctions had on international
business over the past two years? What keeps CEOs awake
at night - and what should be keeping them awake?

This event is part of the TMT Lecture Series, a collaboration
between The Moscow Times and top global universities to
provide a platform for experts to discuss what is going on
inside Russia following the full-scale invasion of Ukraine.

We hope to see you at the IF this spring! Find
out more about our upcoming events on our
Forthcoming Events page. 

You can watch recordings of our winter events,
including the annual Lisa Jardine Memorial
Lecture and a conversation with Rory Cellan-
Jones, on the Jesus College YouTube page. 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-madman-in-the-white-house-tickets-853595756887?aff=Newsletter
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-madman-in-the-white-house-tickets-853595756887?aff=Newsletter
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/designing-a-better-urban-future-integrating-people-nature-and-cities-tickets-862073594327?aff=Newsletter
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/designing-a-better-urban-future-integrating-people-nature-and-cities-tickets-862073594327?aff=Newsletter
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/global-sanctions-and-russia-lessons-for-international-business-tickets-851423329097?aff=Newsletter
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/global-sanctions-and-russia-lessons-for-international-business-tickets-851423329097?aff=Newsletter
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/global-sanctions-and-russia-lessons-for-international-business-tickets-851423329097?aff=Newsletter
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/global-sanctions-and-russia-lessons-for-international-business-tickets-851423329097?aff=Newsletter
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/lectures
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/
https://www.jesus.cam.ac.uk/research/intellectual-forum/forthcoming-events
https://www.jesus.cam.ac.uk/articles/law-and-making-life-regulating-stem-cell-based-embryo-models
https://www.jesus.cam.ac.uk/articles/law-and-making-life-regulating-stem-cell-based-embryo-models
https://www.jesus.cam.ac.uk/articles/rory-cellan-jones-conversation
https://www.jesus.cam.ac.uk/articles/rory-cellan-jones-conversation
https://www.youtube.com/c/JesusCollegeCambridge
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at the IF

Vol .05 Newsletter 3

Only yes means yes: Affirmative consent
and the law 

Labyrinth: The path less taken

Despite UK law saying that both people need to give their
consent to sex, the public isn’t always clear about what consent
means. This murkiness shows up in court too, where the notion of
implied consent – making an assumption based on someone’s
behaviour – is accepted. Join us as barristers Stephanie Hayward
and Dr Charlotte Proudman consider what  requiring a clear
"yes" to sex as the legal standard for consent might mean for
survivors of sexual assault.

Labyrinth is a multi-sensory, indoor, circular walk with a
difference. It combines ancient reflective practice with
contemporary interactive, business-focused exercises.

Reflect in a unique and dynamic way on the particular issues
affecting you, as you seek to capitalise financially,
corporately, socially, emotionally and spiritually in today’s
ever-changing world. You will also have the opportunity to
attend a talk on ‘Rising to the occasion of our humanity’ and
take a tour of Jesus College led by IF Director Julian Huppert.

“Six Inches of Soil” film screening
“Six Inches of Soil” tells the untold story of the UK's
regenerative and agroecology movement and its benefits to
soil. The film follows three new farmers on the first year of
their regenerative journey. They’re joined by other experts
providing wisdom and solutions from a growing movement of
people who are dedicated to changing the trajectory for
food, farming, and the planet.

After the screening, the film's director, Colin Ramsay, will be
joined by a panel of experts for a Q&A.

Art at the heart of Leonardo da Vinci’s
anatomical studies 
During the Renaissance, artist and scientist Leonardo da Vinci
described the heart's workings with a level of accuracy
extraordinary for his day. In this talk, heart surgeon and artist
Francis Wells will discuss da Vinci's sketches through a
contemporary lens.

Accompanying the talk will be an exhibition on the upper floor of
the Frankopan Hall of da Vinci's anatomical studies and Wells'
commentary.

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/only-yes-means-yes-affirmative-consent-and-the-law-tickets-876654817157?aff=Newsletter
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/only-yes-means-yes-affirmative-consent-and-the-law-tickets-876654817157?aff=Newsletter
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/only-yes-means-yes-affirmative-consent-and-the-law-tickets-876654817157?aff=Newsletter
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/labyrinth-the-path-less-taken-tickets-806346623457?aff=Newsletter
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/six-inches-of-soil-tickets-858805599667?aff=Newsletter
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/art-at-the-heart-of-leonardo-da-vincis-anatomical-studies-tickets-880098457177?aff=Newsletter
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/art-at-the-heart-of-leonardo-da-vincis-anatomical-studies-tickets-880098457177?aff=Newsletter
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/art-at-the-heart-of-leonardo-da-vincis-anatomical-studies-tickets-880098457177?aff=Newsletter


Sign up to be the first to hear when
registration for the IF Retreat opens.
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IF Retreat: A weekend
in Jesus College 
Save the date: 26 - 28 July, 2024

We are launching the first IF Retreat at Jesus
College this July!

The Retreat will bring participants together for a
weekend of lectures, personal reflection, and
thought-provoking conversations in the beautiful
Jesus College grounds. 

Based on the excellent feedback we received
from the survey sent out in late March, we are
designing a schedule including talks by
Cambridge academics, wellbeing activities, and
social gatherings. 

The Retreat is being co-facilitated by IF
Associate Lee Chalmers and IF Deputy Director
Dr Eleanor O’Gorman. 

More details, including registration information,
will be coming soon!

Meet Retreat co-designer Lee Chalmers 
Lee is an Executive coach, group facilitator, therapist and
academic researcher who works at the intersection of
personal development, leadership and societal change.
She is particularly interested in how leadership of the self
impacts leadership of organisations and how this can
impact society for the better. 

As well as theory she is interested in practice, and in
2014, she founded Elect Her, a UK social enterprise to get
more women elected into UK Councils and Parliaments by
helping them explore their futures as leaders, legislators
and champions of political governance. To date, Elect Her
has supported several hundred women into elected roles. 

Lee was appointed as an IF Visiting Scholar in 2022. She
lives in Edinburgh with her whippet, Stella. 

https://cambridge.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_8G1Ajy2JY2RgiW2
https://cambridge.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_8G1Ajy2JY2RgiW2
https://www.jesus.cam.ac.uk/lee-chalmers
https://www.jesus.cam.ac.uk/Eleanor-OGorman
https://www.elect-her.org.uk/


to answer some of the most pressing questions surrounding AI and its place in the modern world. 

In the year since the first Summit, the landscape of generative AI has evolved quickly. As Mission
Control CEO Ramsay Brown wrote in the Summit pre-reading: “It’s worth noting that at last year’s
Summit, the best that Generative AI could do was Will Smith eating spaghetti that looked like
nightmare fuel. 12 months later, we’re at SoRA (a new generative AI software by ChatGPT creators
OpenAI)”.  

The questions that the delegates considered at this year’s Summit reflected not just the progression of
AI itself, but the changing global circumstances in which this technology is developing.  
 

What are the potential benefits of AI? 
And how could we address some of the
challenges that might arise from it? 

“We can use AI to improve the world, or it could
go wrong”, said IF Director Julian Huppert in his
Portrait of AI Leadership, filmed at the 2023
Leaders in Responsible AI Summit. “I don’t think
we yet know exactly what all the problems are,
and until you have a good idea of what all the
problems are, it’s very hard to know exactly how
to fix them. So it will take a lot of conversations”. 

Watch Julian’s Portrait in AI Leadership.

Stories from 
the IF team 
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Leaders in Responsible AI
Summit 2024

This was the second of an annual series of
events sponsored by Mission Control AI.
This year’s Summit, which was co-
sponsored by Booz Allen Hamilton, sought 

The 2024 Leaders in Responsible AI
Summit, held this March, convened
commercial, civil, defence, and academic
leaders in Responsible AI from around the
world. AI has come so far in such a short
time – where is it going next?  

https://www.jesus.cam.ac.uk/research/intellectual-forum/meet-our-interns
https://www.jesus.cam.ac.uk/articles/mission-control-intellectual-forum-leaders-responsible-ai-summit-2023
https://www.jesus.cam.ac.uk/articles/mission-control-intellectual-forum-leaders-responsible-ai-summit-2023
https://usemissioncontrol.com/portraits-in-ai-leadership-julian-huppert/


In the afternoon sessions, groups worked to put
together a set of best-practice guidelines for how
organisations can adapt to and utilise Responsible AI,
drawing on the delegates’ varied backgrounds and
areas of expertise.  
 
Groups worked together to discuss specific questions
relating to these two overall themes, rotating teams
each session. At the end of each session, groups
presented their findings to the room, opening up the
discussion to all delegates. 

Throughout the day, delegates continued their
conversations informally over coffee breaks. Finally,
after a day of thoughtful conversation and
collaboration, delegates gathered to continue their
discussion over drinks: Chat G&Ts and mAI tAIs.

Stories from 
the IF team 
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During a full day of hands-on exercises, delegates from more than 60 organisations tackled novel
challenges in two critical topics: how to strengthen democratic elections in the age of synthetic
intelligence and media; and the missing practical steps for operationalising Responsible AI at scale.

Both of these questions are pressing to consider in light of how quickly AI is progressing against a
changing global backdrop. AI-generated media, including words, voices, images, and videos, are
becoming increasingly realistic and easy to produce. In a year when more than 60 major democratic
contests are being held around the world – meaning more than 40% of the world’s population will be
eligible to go to the polls – delegates were tasked with finding solutions for how to insulate
democratic elections against potential interference through Generative AI.  



Meet our Student
Ambassadors 
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This winter, the IF began piloting a new Student Ambassador scheme for Jesus College students.
Student Ambassadors will help spread the word about the IF amongst students and discuss ideas
for IF activities with the core team. In return, Ambassadors will receive training and experience in
putting on events, with the potential opportunity to run an event of their own design from start to
finish.  

We asked our first cohort of Student Ambassadors - Rowan Lightfoot, Alexis Fradley, and Clare
Aspray - about their experiences with the IF so far. 

experiences to explore. The IF is, I feel, the perfect way to expose yourself to new ideas and areas in
an engaging, low-commitment way. The topical and varied events give students an opportunity to
think differently, meet world-leading experts and learn in a more informal way. 

After my ambassadorship, I will certainly look to continue to heed my above advice and attend a
greater variety of events in areas that may unnerve me or not align exactly with my typical interests. I
have found so far that attending such events opens ideas and triggers thoughts which never would
have existed without listening to the various speakers, and continuing to engage with the IF will only
further this.

Rowan Lightfoot
m. 2023, Law

My first involvement with the IF was attending both a student
and public event with Phillipe Sands KC. The student event
especially was such a valuable opportunity to listen to and chat
with an expert in the field which I wish to pursue in such an
intimate setting. Phillipe spoke with candour, passion and
knowledge, which already had me thinking about legal and
geo-political issues within my first couple of weeks at University!

It is easy as a student to get bogged down in the content of
your subject and your subject only. However, at Cambridge
and university in general there are so many more ideas and 



I recently worked at Clare Chambers’ event about her new book,
which was actually a bit scary because she’d been the one to
interview me for the College! I really enjoyed it, because I was
interested in what she had to say about masculinity; but I have
genuinely enjoyed each event, because they are always so
different, and about surprising and relevant things. 

Becoming a Student Ambassador looked like a really fab
opportunity to get more involved in the running of IF events, with
the potential to run an event of your own. I’m not sure what I

Clare Aspray
m. 2023, Theology, Religion, and Philosophy
of Religion

Meet our Student
Ambassadors 
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want to do after university and so this seemed like a great way to meet new people, organise, and
plan things, which will all be useful skills. The IF offers such a diverse range of events, so I think it can
help students expand their interests beyond just their degree into pressing political topics and current
issues. 

Alexis Fradley
m. 2023, Modern and Medieval Languages
and Linguistics (MMLL)

Before becoming a Student Ambassador I attended the Pizza
Forum and several talks, one of which I also worked at. This
gave me the opportunity to learn more about various subjects
from journalism, to politics, and even agriculture, widening my
horizons and giving me the opportunity to learn new skills.

After attending various events I became really interested in the
IF’s work and thought this would be an excellent opportunity to
learn new skills and hopefully encourage more students to
engage with the IF.

I think the IF can encourage students to learn more about subjects that may not be closely related to
their academic discipline, but that can feed new interests and engagement with the world. On the
more practical side, working at IF events, being a Student Ambassador or a Summer Intern can help
you learn more skills that will be very useful in the jobs market.



Watch our past events on YouTube

See our forthcoming events page

Subscribe to our Google Calendar

Keep up to date on our website

Sign up to our mailing list

Never miss an 
event
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https://shorturl.at/PV358
https://shorturl.at/PV358
https://www.jesus.cam.ac.uk/research/%20intellectual-forum/forthcoming-events
https://www.jesus.cam.ac.uk/research/intellectual-forum/forthcoming-events
http://shorturl.at/fmFRU
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/r?pli=1
https://www.jesus.cam.ac.uk/research/%20intellectual-forum
https://www.jesus.cam.ac.uk/research/intellectual-forum
http://shorturl.at/efnyD
https://cam.us12.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=e8d7eeaecb96731986c2ccde2&id=dd1c1217e3


DR JULIAN HUPPERT
Intellectual Forum Director
if-director@jesus.cam.ac.uk

Dr Julian Huppert is an academic and
politician. He was the Member of Parliament
for Cambridge and is now Founding Director
of the Intellectual Forum at Jesus College. 

DR SARAH STEELE
Intellectual Forum Deputy Director
if-deputy@jesus.cam.ac.ukGEORGIA ORWELL

IF Manager
if-manager@jesus.cam.ac.uk

Contact us
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DR JULIAN HUPPERT
IF Director
if-director@jesus.cam.ac.uk

DR ELEANOR O’GORMAN
IF Deputy Director
if-deputy@jesus.cam.ac.uk

CHARLOTTE NEWMAN
IF Events Coordinator
if-coordinator@jesus.cam.ac.uk

DR MOLLY BECKER
IF Communications Coordinator
if-communications@jesus.cam.ac.uk

mailto:%20if-director@jesus.cam.ac.uk
mailto:%20if-deputy@jesus.cam.ac.uk
mailto:if-manager@jesus.cam.ac.uk
mailto:%20if-director@jesus.cam.ac.uk
mailto:%20if-deputy@jesus.cam.ac.uk
mailto:%20if-director@jesus.cam.ac.uk
mailto:%20if-coordinator@jesus.cam.ac.uk
mailto:%20if-director@jesus.cam.ac.uk
mailto:%20if-coordinator@jesus.cam.ac.uk
mailto:%20if-communications@jesus.cam.ac.uk

